456                           Appendix.

CHARTER TO THE VIEGINIAN COLONIES, April 10, 1606.

James, by the grace of God [&c.]. "Whereas our loving and
well-disposed subjects Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George
Somers, knights, Richard Hackluit, clerk, prebendary of West-
minster, and Edward Maria Winghfeilde, Thomas Hannam and
Ealeigb Gilberde, esquires, William Parker and George
Popham, gentlemen, and divers others of our loving subjects,
bare been humble suitors unto us, that we would vouchsafe
unto them our license to make habitation, plantation3 and -to
deduce a colony of sundry of our people into that part~ of
America commonly called Virginia and other parts and ter-
ritories in America, either appertaining to us or which are not
now actually possessed by any Christian prince or people,
lying all along the sea-coasts, between four-and-thirty degrees
of northerly latitude from the equinoctial line and five-
and-forty degrees of the same latitude, and in the mainland
between the same four-and-thirty and five-and-forty degrees,
and the islands thereunto adjacent or within one hundred
miles of the coast thereof; and to that end, and for the more
speedy accomplishment of their said intended plantation and
habitation there, are desirous to divide themselves into two
several colonies and companies, the one consisting of certain
knights, gentlemen, merchants and other adventurers of our city
of London and elsewhere which are and from time to time shall
be joined unto them, which do desire to begin their plantations
[&c.] in some fit and convenient place, between four-and-thirty
and one.-and-forty degrees of the said latitude, all alongst the
coast of Virginia and coasts of America aforesaid; and the
other consisting of sundry knights [&c.] of our cities of Bristol
and Exeter and of our town of Plymouth and of other places
which do join themselves unto that colony, which do desire
to begin their plantations [&c.] in some fit and convenient
place between eight-and-thirty and five-and-forty degrees
of the said latitude, all alongst the said coast of Virginia. and
America, as that coast lieth:

[2] We; greatly commending and graciously accepting of their
desires for the furtherance of so noble a work, which may, by
the providence of Almighty God, hereafter tend to the glory of
his divine Majesty, in propagating of Christian religion to such
people as yet live in darkness and miserable ignorance of the
true knowledge and worship of God, and may in time bring
the infidels and savages living in those parts to humane civility